NEWS NETWORK
Representing the commercial construction

The Annual Steak Fry is coming up
The highly anticipated Steak Fry will
be August 22nd at St.
Joseph’s Park in Joliet from 4:30—8:30.
Last year we sold out
as 700 tickets were
sold for this very popular event. Tickets
are still $50 each and
includes a mouth watering steak (that fits
on one plate itself)
smothered in onions
and mushrooms (all prepared by volunteers), assorted side dishes prepared by Dukes
Catering, ice cold beverages which include beer, Mike’s Hard Lemonade, pop and water.
All this combined with 4 hours of fun and networking.
Once again we will hold our bean bag tournament and it will begin at 5 pm. Those
wishing to try their luck can do so for only $10. Who will come home with this year’s trophy? The popular 50/50 drawing will also be held and all profits from the drawing, the
bean bags as well as the Steak Fry will go to the American Cancer Society.
Eddie Olszta, RWC Insurance Group, is chairman for this event and is rounding up his
helpers. If you would like to volunteer to help this year please call the CAWGC at 815/741
-1455. Eddie suggests to everyone to get your tickets early so you don’t miss out!
(See flyer included for more information)

Summer 2019
Join us at the
Fall Golf Outing

We are taking reservations
for the annual Fall Golf Outing
which will be Friday, September
13th at the Morris Country Club
in Morris IL. Barry Narvick, Narvick
Brothers
and
Todd
Sandeno, “D” Construction are
the Co-Chairman for this outing.
The cost is $125 per golfer
and Hole Sponsorships are
$150. They are also offering a
Contest Sponsorship for $175, a
Driving Range Sponsorship for
$250, a Beverage Cart Sponsorship for $500, and a Lunch
or Dinner Sponsorship for $500.
Included in the cost per golfer is: 18-holes of golf, cart rental, breakfast for the early birds
(donuts and coffee), lunch (hot
dog or brats), dinner (BBQ pig
roast), contests, major sponsor
prizes, and each golfer will receive a great golfer gift.
(see trifold included in this issue)

Included in this issue:
•2019 Calendar of Events
•Annual Golf outing pictures
•EXPO pictures
•Fall Golf Outing form
•CAWGC Steak Fry form
•Members in the News
•New Members
•Plans Room Watch by Karri
•Safety Articles
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CAWGC Meet & Greet Expo
The annual Meet & Greet Expo was held on Thursday, May
2, 2019 from 3 to 7 PM at the Stone City VFW in Joliet. There
were 29 exhibitors with both indoor booths and despite of the
rainy day, some had brought outside equipment to view.
Well over 150 contractors attended this annual event. Admission tickets included food, beer and other beverages. John
Rowley, Underground Pipe & Valve, and his cooking crew prepared delicious shrimp, beef, chicken and pork kabobs on the
grill. Meat balls, baked beans and an array of other foods were
also prepared.
The CAWGC held a 50/50 drawing and a “Booze and
Bucks” Wagon Raffle to benefit Joliet Area Community Hospice.
The 50/50
winner was Ron
Fox, Fox Electric,
who graciously donated 100% of his
winnings back to
Hospice. The winner of the Raffle
was Marsha Rolih,
Pierro Quality Electrical Construction. Many of the exhibitors
held drawings as well.
(See picture collage insert)

Annual Golf Outing Recap
The weather was perfect for the 39th Annual Golf Outing
which was held on June 7th. The outing was sold out and golfers enjoyed all three courses this year at Broken Arrow. Each
golfer also received a golf umbrella compliments of the
CAWGC.
Contest winners included: Closest to the Pin South #6
sponsored by Utility Concrete Products winner was Chris Bruciak. Closest to the Pin East #3 sponsored by Adler Roofing
winner was Steve St. John. Longest Putt North #9 sponsored
by Illinois Truck & Equipment winner was Shamus Mudron.
Longest Putt South #9 sponsored by Mobil Modular Portable
Storage winner was Jeff Young. Longest Drive contests sponsored by CAWGC winners were East #4 Dave DeLeon and
North #4 Eric Mutch.
The Michael W. Adler Memorial Best Team prize went to
Randy Alberico’s team from Illini Hi-Reach with a score of 60.
They each received $50 cash, a golf beverage mug and their
team name will be added once again to the plaque that hangs
at the CAWGC offices as they were last years winners also.
There were 50 prizes totaling $8,000 given away at the
outing. As names were randomly chosen the winner would pick
an envelope off of our prize board. Some of the top winners

were: Matt
Rickmon,
Rental
Max, Jeff
Pubentz,
Len Cox &
Sons,
Zachary
Scott,
The Adler family presents Captain Randy Alberico, Illini
HiIllini Hi-Reach with the 1st place trophy.
Reach,
Kevin Ackerman, Work Zone Safety, Steve Laken, Busey
Bank, Ray Koenig, Baxter & Woodman, Mitch Cadwallader, TIMM Electric, Norm Beasley, Ozinga.
The prizes were made possible by the great sponsors
and prize donors this year which includes: Atlas Bobcat,
Austin Tyler Construction, Bill Foster for Congress, Clennon Electric, Concrete Specialties, Core & Main, CR
Leonard Plumbing, D Construction, DuPree Construction,
EJ, Elens & Maichin, Henry Bros., IL House Asst. Majority
Leader Natalie Manley, Ironworkers LU #444, Len Cox &
Sons, McGuire for Senate, Mid-American Water, Ozinga,
P. T. Ferro Construction, R. Berti Building Solutions, Rental Max, RHL Insulation, Rod Baker Ford, Senator Jennifer
Bertino-Tarrant, State Rep. Larry Walsh Jr., Stott Contracting, Three Rivers Construction Alliance, TIMM Electric, Vulcan Materials, Welsch Ready Mix, Will & Grundy
Building Trades, Work Zone Safety.
(See picture collage insert)
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Membership Dues are due

Members in the News
Sincere sympathy is extended to the following members:
The Jay Adler Family, JL Adler Roofing &
Sheet Metal, on the
loss of Patty Adler.
Patty, the wife of Jay
who is a CAWGC
Board member, passed
away suddenly on April
29th.
Jay was the
CAWGC 2018 Member
of the Year, and had
accepted his award in
February when he shared the honor with his wife who was
always there to volunteer to help with all his commitments.
CAWGC Executive Director, Mary Metz said that “Patty
will be sorely missed by all who knew her. She had a generous and kind heart and smile that lit up a room!” Jay and Patty have 3 children: Jenny, Joe (Elisabeth) and Jon (Amber)
and has 3 grandchildren: Joseph IV, Caleb & Charlotte.
The Leno Quas family,
John Quas Masonry Construction, on the passing of Leno’s
mother Joanne Quas who
passed away on April 13th.
Nancy and Tony Gurnitz,
Joliet Steel & Construction, on
the passing of Nancy’s father
Willie Carter.
Beth & Bob Colvin, Printing
Plus Promotions, on the passing of Beth’s father Alden Howard Erickson who passed away
on April 13th.

Your CAWGC membership dues were due by July 1st.
If you have not sent them in yet, please do so right away.
Unfortunately if the dues are not paid by August 15th
you will be removed from the membership and all benefits
will cease. This would include the weekly e-mail, on-line
company directory, hard cover directory listing and all correspondence. Once a company is removed they would have
to pay the initiation fee along with their dues to be reinstated and may miss the deadline to be in our 2019-2020 hard
cover Directory.

2019 - 2020 Membership Directory
We are in the process of gathering all the data for our
next Membership Directory. We try to be as accurate as
possible so please send back the directory sheet that was
sent to you in May. If you would like your company directory listing sheet e-mailed to you so you may look it over then
contact Karri at klane@cawgc.org. We request that you
send the sheet back even if there are no changes. If changes have occurred since you sent the sheet in then contact
us at 815/741-1455 or klane@cawgc.org and we will update
the information.

Directory Cover Photos
Once again, we are looking for
members to submit pictures of various
construction projects that they have
worked on or are working on for our
2019-2020 cover. If you would like to
submit a picture or two, please send
them to info@cawgc.org before July
12th. Your company and the project
description will be acknowledged in the
inside cover of each book.

Ambassador’s Report
CAWGC’s Ambassador Les Cheney has begun visiting CAWGC members. He is always available to
help members as needed with any complaints, concerns or ideas you may have. Do you have union issues, questions or specific contract questions...contact Les. Possibly you would like to see us hold a special seminar or find out information on something — Les would be your go to person.
Les has spent his whole life in the construction industry and should be able to tackle the problem or
question you may have. We are very fortunate to have Les on our staff and know he will be a valuable
addition. Les can be reached at 630/303-2036.
The CAWGC strives to be a valuable resource for our Members. If you have any ideas on how we can
improve things please let us know.
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COMPLACENCY
Dave Soderman, Safety Alliance, Ltd.
(847) 951-3244
dsoderman@comcast.net

Webster’s Dictionary defines complacency as: “selfsatisfaction especially when accompanied by unawareness
of actual dangers or deficiencies”.
Complacency is perhaps one of the biggest problems we
face in completing our day to day tasks. We are “used” to
things being a certain way each time and unless the obvious
comes right out and hits us . . . we can be oblivious to it all.
This is a state of mind that can affect many things such as
productivity, quality and safety.
Here is an example: Aoccdrnig to a rscheearch at
Cmabrigde Uinervtisy, it deosn’t mttaer in waht oredr the
ltteers in a wrod are, the olny iprmoetnt tihng is taht the frist
and lsat ltteer be at the rghit pclae. The rset can be a toatl
mses and you can sitll raed it wouthit porbelm. Tihs is
bcuseae the huamn mnid deos not raed ervey lteter by
istlef, but the wrod as a wlohe.
You probably didn’t have much trouble reading that paragraph. It probably took you back at first, but then you were
able to zip right through the text and understand the content.
This is an example of how complacency works with our
mind. We get used to words starting with certain letters and
being a certain length and we skip right over it “thinking” we
know what the word is.
In reading paragraphs it’s not a big deal . . . however
when it comes to safety, complacency can be a literal
“killer” on the job. Each moment on the job as we are
working, whether it be large construction equipment, power
tools, electricity, work zones, or walking from one end of the
site to the other, we must keep focused on the task at hand.
There is much danger in going into “autopilot” when
working on the job. All too often we don’t realize how complacent we are until we have a near miss or close call.
Those events tend to jump start our hearts and focus our
attention . . . at least for a little while, on the task at hand.
Most incidents are caused by unsafe acts. Companies
and employees work hard to create a safe workplace and
eliminate unsafe acts. But what happens to one’s own unsafe behavior? If you read between the lines of incident reports, you may see that workers involved in the incidents
had become complacent about safety. When workers begin
to work in auto-pilot mode and stop paying attention to what
they are doing, that can lead to taking short cuts and taking
risks.

If employees aren’t thinking about what could go wrong
every day, all day while they work, they are not completing
the task safely. Workers need to be trained to think ahead as
they approach each task and consider:
 What they are working with


What they will be doing



Where they will be going



What could go wrong
Encourage employees to examine equipment, procedures
and the hazards that may exist. They need to focus physically and mentally on their work, no matter how many times
they may have done the same job in the past.
One technique found to be effective in battling complacency in your own actions is to watch the actions of other
while they work. This has a dual-fold effect in that it raises
your awareness as you examine the actions of a coworker
as they are working, and it may raise your coworker’s awareness if you share with them some of the observations you
made that would allow them to do their job in a safer manner. It can be a win-win.
Try this technique as you are working and feel yourself
going into the complacent state of auto-pilot. You'll find it
truly can work well . . . for everyone.

Trench Safety Stand Down
Working in a trench is one of the most hazardous jobs in
construction. Hundreds of people die and thousands are seriously injured each year due to cave-ins.

Soil weighs between 90 and 140 pounds per cubic foot.
Therefore, one cubic yard (3 ft. by 3 ft. by 3 ft.) can weigh as
much as a small pickup truck. If a person is buried, there is
little chance of survival.
While June 17-21, 2019 is recognized by OSHA and NUCA for special attention to trench safety, every day on the
job involving trench safety is important. Completing a trench
safety stand down to discuss trench safety at anytime is always beneficial.
There are many things that can affect soil stability, such
as the type of soil, water, and vibration. Soils saturated with
water and previously disturbed soils are very dangerous to
work in or around. But, don’t be fooled, even hard soil and
rock that appears stable can cave in.
Before entering a trench, the competent person at the
jobsite must inspect the trench and the protection system to
ensure that the trench is safe to enter. There are recorded
incidents of people buried and killed in trenches 3- to 4-ft.
deep, so even shallow trenches must be inspected by a
competent person daily before entering.
Continued on next page
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PROPER PLANNING IS THE MAIN KEY TO PROVIDING
A SAFE WORK ENVIRONMENT WHEN WORKING IN
AND AROUND TRENCHES.

Aqua Designs, Inc.

Trench Safety Tips







Locate all underground utilities before digging. (JULIE
must be contacted and no use of mechanical equipment
can be allowed prior to a valid ticket).
Enter only trenches that have been sloped at the proper
angle, shored, or shielded. (1 1/2:1 slope for type C)
Benching allowed in A & B soil.
Spoil and loose material must be a minimum of 2’ back
from the edge of the trench.
Protection (Box, shoring, etc- unless properly sloped/
benched) required at 5’ total depth or as determined by
the competent person.



When using a box you must protect the ends that are not
sloped away also.



Never go outside the area that has been sloped, shored,
or shielded, not even for a moment.



Eliminate or control water accumulation before entering
the trench.
Stay alert when working in or near previously disturbed
soil conditions.
Do not permit vehicles near the edge of the trench.







Check regularly for hazardous materials and oxygen levels in the trench.
Never enter confined spaces without proper training, and
follow procedures.
Never allow machines to run unattended.



Use a ladder or ramp to get in and out of the trench.
Place the ladder inside the protective system. Must have
proper access when at 4’ depth and within 25’ laterally of
workers.



Never climb on shoring or shields. Never ride in equipment buckets or on crane hooks.
Wear hard hats when working in or around trenches.



Welcome New Members



All chain, cables, slings used for lifting must be inspected
and have legible weight capacity tags in place.



Stay out from under raised loads.



Operators must inspect quick couplers, follow procedures
and perform “ground test” every time a bucket is used.
In the event of a cave in Call 911 for help. Do not attempt a
rescue, unless you have been properly trained in trenchrescue techniques.
Remember, if you are buried by a cave-in, your chance of
survival is very low. Therefore, always be sure that the trench
walls are sloped, shored, or shielded with a trench box and that
the trench is safe before you enter.

Installation and repair of underground irrigation systems.
Brian P. McCartan, President
Shawn Smit, Vice President
Chris Akerson, Office Manager
Aaron Erskine, Superintendent
2133 Gould Court, Rockdale, IL 60436
815/725-2460 FAX 815/725-2470
Email: brian@aquadesignsinc.com
Website: www.aquadesignsinc.com

Blackburn Electric

Electrical contractor specializing in residential and
small commercial jobs.
Kari Blackburn, Owner
Jeff Blackburn, Estimator
25726 S. Blackberry Lane, Channahon IL 60410
815/467-1219
Email: blackburnelectric17@gmail.com
Website: www.blackburnelectricgroup.com

Diaz Interior Contractors, Inc.

Specializing in drywall, tapping, acoustical and carpentry focused in the commercial and high-end residential construction.
Marcos Diaz, President
516 Twin Rail Drive Suite #1, Minooka, IL 60447
815/467-7080 FAX 815/467-7071
Email: marcos@diazinterior.com
Website: www.diazinterior.com

Gilkerson Masonry

Specializing in masonry new construction both residential
and commercial, service work and restoration.
R. Craig Gilkerson, President
Eric Gilkerson, Foreman
1021 S. State Street, Lockport, IL 60441
815/836-8077 FAX 815/836-8407
Email: gilkerson@yahoo.com

Ideal Electric Inc.

Commercial and light industrial, site work, parking
lot lighting and 24 hour service.
John Kelly, Vice President
Amy Kelly, President
5030 S. Old Mazon Road, Mazon, IL 60444
815/448-2328
Email: idealelectric5030@hotmail.com

Piazza & Mannerino Masonry, Inc.
Specializing in brick, block and stone masonry.
Anthony Mannerino, Vice President
Sean Piazza, President
17010 Meadowcrest Drive, Homer Glen, IL 60491
815/685-7693
Email: piazzamanerinno@yahoo.com

Contractors Association of Will & Grundy Counties

NEWS NETWORK
Hospice informational meeting held

The Joliet Area Community Hospice and Berglund Construction, the Construction Manager for Hospice, reached out
to the CAWGC to hold an informational meeting on the $3.5
million Hospice project to renovate and add an addition to the
existing Hospice building in Joliet.
The meeting was held on May 29th at the Joliet Moose
Lodge just down the street from the CAWGC offices on
Springfield Avenue. Approximately 30 contractors attended
the meeting along with CAWGC staff and Hospice representatives. Hospice held a groundbreaking ceremony for the project on April 24th. Hospice has raised over $2 million for the
project.

Administrative Assistants Day
Event held at the CAWGC
The CAWGC hosted an
Administrative
Assistant
Day workshop event at our
offices on April 24th. Almost 30 ladies attended
this Networking event for
the office staff. It was a
wonderful afternoon that
consisted of wine glass
painting, wine sampling and an array of fruits, deserts, and
cheeses to enjoy.
Our very own Karri Lane taught the wine glass painting
and Board Member Bob Baish, Baish Excavating, donated
the wine. A great time was had by all and each person who
attended went home with
a one of a kind self painted wine glass, a CAWGC
coaster and apron, along
with giveaways from our
neighbor and CAWGC
member Future Diagnostics Group.

Plans Room Watch by Karri...
The Village of New Lenox’s new
wastewater treatment plant is moving
forward this year with the Boards approval of the years budget which included $6
million for the design and engineering
phase of the project to be done by
Strand Associates. This stage will take 2 years to complete and construction will take another 2 years. The design plan will need to be approved by the EPA before the
construction phase can begin. Last year the village purchased the 80 acre property on Laraway Road for the location of the plant.
The Joliet City Council approved a special use permit
for the developers of the Ketone Business Center to build
a truck and travel fueling center on 21.4 acres. Plans include a 22,100 square foot building for a store, fast food
restaurants, separate fueling areas for trucks and cars and
separate driveways and 44 semitrailer parking spaces.
Morris Hospital received approval from the Illinois
Health Facilities and Services Review Board in 2018 to
start work on their 2 year project to renovate the Main
campus in Morris. In May Phase 1 construction of the project began. The first phase includes a new emergency department adding 6 more rooms and a separate fast track
area within the emergency department which will be located on the northeast side of the hospital and construction of
a new infusion therapy center on the southeast side.
Phase 1 is expected to be completed by the end of 2019.
Additional phases are to begin construction in 2020 with
completion in Spring of 2021 and would include the cardiac diagnostic service area being moved to renovated
space next to the catheterization lab which will be expanded, the patient registration will be moved to the east side
of the hospital and a new women’s imaging center will be
added.
Last year IDOT's bridge inspection report showed that
2 bridges on I 80 were among the worst in Joliet. In April
inspections on the 2 bridges began. There are plans for a
year long maintenance project on both bridges beginning
this summer involving steel repairs and bearing replacements. Work is expected to
begin in June or July.
In May the Governor proposed a state capital plan
that calls for $1.01 billion in
I80
Improvements
from
Route 30 in New Lenox to
Ridge Road in Minooka.
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CAWGC Awards Nine Scholarships in 2019
Gea C. Alberico, a 2019 graduate of Providence Catholic High
School, will be a freshman at University of Iowa and is majoring in
Mechanical Engineering. Her parents are Kathleen and Luigi (J.S
Alberico Construction) Alberico.

L to R: Marsha Rolih, Becky Fallin and Mike Ulllrich

Gea Alberico

Nicholas Daniel

Gregory Gumushian

Nicholas P. Daniel, a 2019
graduate of Minooka Community
High School, will be a freshman
at St. Ambrose University and is
majoring in Mechanical & Industrial Engineering. His parents are
Debra and John (Sheet Metal
Workers LU 265) Daniel.

Nolan A. Cox, a 2017 graduate of Joliet Catholic Academy, is a junior at Illinois State
University and is majoring in
Construction
Management.
His parents are Amy & Jason
(Len Cox & Sons) Cox.
Nolan Cox

Gregory J. Gumushian, a
2019 graduate of Taft High
School, will be a freshman at
University of Illinois Chicago and
is majoring in Engineering. His
parents are Margaret and John
(Elevators Constructors Local 2)
Gumushian.

Josh E. Fox, a 2018 graduate
of Lincoln-Way Central High
School, is a sophomore at Iowa State University and is majoring in Mechanical Engineering. His father is Eric Fox,
(Smith
Painting
Services,
Painters Local 33).

Alec R. Leasure, a 2016 graduate of Coal City High School, is
a senior at Lewis University and
is majoring in Business Administration with a minor in Project
Management. His parents are
Shantel & Everett (D Construction) Leasure.

Kade M. Kjellesvik, a 2019
graduate of Morris Community
High School, will be a freshman
at University of Wisconsin and
is majoring in Industrial Technology Management with an
emphasis on Occupational
Safety. His parents are Kelly
and Michael (UA Local 130
Plumbers) Kjellesvik.

Alec Leasure

Paul Sieczkowski

Scholarship Committee

Paul A. Sieczkowski, a 2016
graduate of Carl Sandberg High
School, is a senior at Perdue University and is majoring in Computer & Information Technology
Construction Concentration. His
parents are Elena Reklaitis and
William F. (R. Carlson & Sons,
Inc.) Sieczkowski, Jr.

Josh Fox

Kade Kjellesvik

Jessica A. Murphy, a 2019
graduate of Coal City High
School, will be a freshman at
Joliet Junior College and is
majoring in AutoCAD. Her parents are Amy and Dennis
(Joliet Junior College) Murphy.
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CAWGC Member Benefit
The CAWGC offers to it’s members an opportunity to
have their important documents shredded free. Members are invited to toss their documents in the slot of
the locked cabinet console located at the association
offices.

Mark Your Calendars!

Our next scheduled events….
August 22, 2019

Annual Steak Fry

Shark Shredding shreds
the documents on a quarterly basis. They unlock
the cabinet and destroy
the papers right in our
parking lot.
Everything
Shark Shredding, Inc.
shreds is 100% recycled!

St. Joseph’s Park, Joliet

Three Rivers Safety Center
1615 W Jefferson St., Joliet, IL
815/744-3884 FAX/744-3886

September 13, 2019

Fall Golf Outing

Contractor Safety Training (Basic)

Morris Country Club

Monday-Wednesday-Friday
7:30 – 11:30 AM

Networking
is the key
to success!

Networking is all about making new connections
and building longstanding relationships. In the
commercial construction industry being able to
effectively network is a vital skill that as an individual could land you your next job or put your
company on the path to your next big project.

Take advantage of our networking events!

Contractor Safety Refresher
Monday-Wednesday-Friday
7:30—10 AM

Must have current
TRSC card in possession, no more
than 30 days past
expiration
date,
work steadily in
chemical industry.
Register On-Line
only
at:
www.trma.org

CAWGC Board of Directors Meetings
First Wednesday of each month, 4 pm, CAWGC Office
Contractors Association of Will & Grundy Counties

39th Annual CAWGC Golf Outing

39th Annual CAWGC Golf Outing

2019 CAWGC Meet & Greet Expo

2019 CAWGC Meet & Greet Expo

